Reestablishing Defenses:

I Restoration of Louisiana’s Barrier Islands Since
Hurricane Katrina
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2 USGS 100+ Years of Land Change for Coastal Louisiana

science for a changing world

SUMMARY
Coastal Louisiana has lost an average of 34 square miles of land, primarily marsh, per year for
the last 50 years. From 1932 to 2000, coastal Louisiana has lost 1,900 square miles of land, roughly
an area the size of the state of Delaware. If nothing is done to stop this land loss, Louisiana could
potentially lose approximately 700 square miles of land, or about equal to the size of the greater
Washington D.C.-Baltimore area, in the next 50 years. Further, Louisiana accounted for an estimated
90 percent of the coastal marsh loss in the lower 48 states during the 1990s.
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Hurricane Isaac — August 28, 2012




Hurricane Isaac — August 28, 2012
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Complementary National Marine Fisheries and
National Ocean Service resiliency programs

To address negative impacts from extreme weather events, climate hazards,
and changing ocean conditions...

The Coastal Ecosystem Resiliency Grants program (NMFS) will focus on the
development of healthy and sustainable coastal ecosystems through on-the-
ground habitat restoration.

The Regional Coastal Resilience program (NOS) will focus on the
development of resilient coastal regions, communities, and economic
sectors through planning and implementation of policies and associated
tools and capacity.

Up to $9 million available

Through the two programs as part of a larger effort to promote coastal
resiliency through on-the-ground restoration projects and the development
of policies, regulations, and other tools and strategies.






